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UNIT 1: BUYING AND SELLING 

 

TOPIC: VERB TO BE IN PAST 

AFFIRMATIVE FORM 

 

 

NEGATIVE FORM 

 

 

 



GUIDE GRAMMAR : BASIC 2 

 

3 
 

CONTRACTIONS 

 

 

 

INTERROGATIVE FORM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



GUIDE GRAMMAR : BASIC 2 

 

4 
 

UNIT 2: HEALTHY EATING 

TOPIC: COUNTABLE AND UNCOUNTABLE NOUNS / QUANTIFIERS 

Countable and uncountable nouns 

Countable nouns have plurals. 

Uncountable nouns don’t have plurals. They are always in singular. They can be liquids 

(water, milk), gases (air, smoke), masses (bread, cake) or substances (iron, gold). 

 

Some and any: “some” and “any” refer to an unspecified number or amount. 

We use SOME for affirmative sentences. 

We use ANY for negative and interrogative sentences. 

 

 

 

A lot, 

many 

and 

much  

“A lot”, “many” and “much” express BIG QUANTITIES. 

You use “A LOT” for affirmative sentences. You use “a lot” with countable and uncountable 

nouns.  
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Many and much are used in negative sentences. “Many” is for countable nouns. Much is for 

uncountable nouns.  

 

 

 

A few and a little 

A few / Few = for countable nouns. 

A little / Little = for uncountable nouns. 

*”A few” or “a little” express that something is “enough”. 

*”Few” and “little” express that something is NOT “enough”.  

There’s a little sugar = It’s enough to make juice. 

There’s little sugar = It’s NOT enough to make juice. 
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AS A SUMMARY 
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UNIT 3: GETTING HELP 

TOPIC: PRESENT SIMPLE  

AFFIRMATIVE FORM 

Structure: SUBJECT + VERB + OBJECT  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONJUGATION EXAMPLE 
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As you can see, in third person singular pronouns (HE, SHE, IT), we add “s” to the verb.   

 

 

 

CONJUGATION EXAMPLE 

 

 

FOR EXAMPLE 
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FOR EXAMPLE 
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NEGATIVE FORM 

The negative form of the present simple is formed with “DO NOT (don’t)” for “I”, 

“you”, “we” and “they”. With “he”, “she” and “it” we use “DOES NOT (doesn’t)”. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FOR EXAMPLE 
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INTERROGATIVE FORM 

We form the interrogative form of the present simple using the auxiliaries “do” and 

“does” at the beginning of a question.  

 

 

USES 

We use the present simple to talk about habits, routines, facts, and scientific 

facts.  
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OF USES 
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UNIT 4: SPORTS 

 
TOPIC: COMPARATIVES 

 
There are three ways to express comparisons: the comparison of equality, the comparison 

of superiority or inferiority and the superlative.   

EQUALITY 

To compare two or more elements that are equal. 

FORM 

 

 

EXAMPLES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COMPARATIVE OF SUPERIORITY  

To compare two elements that are not equal. 

FORM 
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SPECIFIC RULES 
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EXAMPLES 

 

 

 

 

COMPARATIVE OF INFERIORITY 

To compare two elements that are not equal. 

FORM 
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EXAMPLE 

 

 

 

 

SUPERLATIVE 

To compare three or more elements. Good examples of superlatives are records. 

FORM 
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SPECIFIC RULES 
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EXAMPLES 

 

 

 

 

 

THE NEGATIVE SUPERLATIVE 

To express the negative superlative, we only use this form: “THE LEAST + ADJECTIVE / 

ADVERB”. 
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IRREGULAR FORMS!!! 

Don’t follow the rules (“-ER”/”-EST”/MORE/MOST) for the formation of the 

comparative forms.  
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UNIT 5: ENJOY YOUR MEAL 

TOPIC: COUNTABLE AND UNCOUNTABLE NOUNS 
 

COUNTABLE NOUNS 

Countable or count nouns are common nouns that take a plural, can combine with numerals 

or counting quantifiers. 

 If the countable noun is singular, we can use “a” 

or “an”. 

 

 If the countable noun is plural, we can count 

them using numbers.  

 

 We can also use quantifiers with countable 

nouns. (Some dogs, some people, a few cats, 

etc.) 
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UNCOUNTABLE NOUNS 

Uncountable or non-count nouns don’t have plurals or 

combine with numbers. 

 Uncountable nouns can be… 

LIQUIDS 

Water, milk, coffee… 

GASES 

Air, oxygen, hydrogen… 

MASSES 

Meat, bread… 

SUBTANCES 

Iron, gold… 

 We don’t use “a” or “an” with uncountable 

nouns. We use “SOME” or “ANY” instead. 

 

Some coffee.  

 

 We can use “(a) little” and “much” with 

uncountable nouns. 

 

There isn’t much water.   
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UNIT 6: INTERESTING PEOPLE 

TOPIC: PAST SIMPLE 

The past simple expresses an action or state in the past. 

REGULAR AND IRREGULAR VERBS  

A regular verb is a verb that has a typical pattern. On the other hand, an irregular 

verb doesn’t have a typical pattern. 

AFFIRMATIVE FORM 

 We add “ED” to the base form of regular verbs to form the past simple. 

 

 To form the past simple of irregular verbs, there are no consistent patterns.  
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LIST OF THE MOST COMMON IRREGULAR VERBS AND THEIR PAST FORMS 
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NEGATIVE FORM 

 Negatives in the simple past are formed by adding “did + not” (didn’t) before 

the simple form of the verb. 
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INTERROGATIVE FORM 

 

 To make questions in English, we use the auxiliary “DID”. 
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SPELLING RULES 

 Regular verbs ending in “e”, take “-d” to form the past simple. 

 

CLOSE – CLOSED; SMOKE - SMOKED 

 

 Regular verbs ending in “CONSONANT + Y”, drop the “Y” and add “-IED”. 

 

STUDY – STUDIED; TRY – TRIED; FLY - FLIED 

 

 Regular verbs ending in one stressed vowel between two consonants, double the 

last consonant and add “-ED”. 

STOP – STOPPED; BAN – BANNED 

*DON’T CONFUSE!  

LISTEN – LISTENED (NO LISTENNED) [THE STRESS IS ON “I”] 

 In British English, regular verbs ending in “L” are always doubled. 

TRAVEL – TRAVELLED (BR.E) / TRAVELED (AM.E) 

CANCEL – CANCELLED (BR.E) / CANCELED (AM.E) 

 

USE 

 To express an action or state that started and finished in the past. We usually 

use “time expressions” in this case.  
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EXAMPLES 
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UNIT 7: FAMILY LIFE 

TOPIC: TAG QUESTIONS 

Tag questions are statements followed by small questions. We use tag questions to ask 

for confirmation. 

*Here, we’ll only study tag questions with verbs in present simple.  

RULES: 

 For affirmative statements, we use negative tags. 

 For negative statements, we use positive tags. 

 

 

VERB TO BE (PRESENT SIMPLE) 

Affirmative statements with verb to be turn into negative tags. The question tag for 

“am” is “aren’t I?”. 

 

 

 

Negative statements with verb to be turn into positive tags. 
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OTHER VERBS (PRESENT SIMPLE) 

Affirmative statements in present simple turn into negative statements. We use 

“don’t” or “doesn’t”. 

 

Negative statements in present simple turn into positive statements. We use “do” or 

“does”. 
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TOPIC: CAN 

Can is a modal verb. In the affirmative form, we use CAN before the main verb 

without “to”. In the negative form, CAN turns into CANNOT (CAN’T). And in the 

interrogative form, we change the order of the subject and the auxiliary verb (CAN).  

The conjugation of CAN and other modal verbs are different from other verbs. LOOK 

AT THE FOLLOWING TABLE: 
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USES 

 To express ability.  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 T

o ask for requests. 
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 To ask for permission. 
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UNIT 8: A BAD DAY 

TOPIC: HAVE TO  

“Have to” is a semi-modal verb.  

 

 

USES 

*CERTAINTY  

It means that you are sure about something. 

 

*NECESSITY OR OBLIGATION 
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TOPIC: MAY 

“May” is a modal verb. 

USES 

*TO ASK FOR PERMISSION (FORMAL) 

 

*TO EXPRESS POSSIBILITY OR UNCERTAINTY 
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BASIC 2 GRAMMAR DEFINITIONS 

WORD DEFINITION EXAMPLE 

NOUN 
A person, animal, thing, idea 

or concept. 
 

House, computer, Peter, 
Ripley, dog. 

PROPER NOUN 
A noun that refers to a unique 

entity and is written in 
CAPITALS. 

Peter, Mariela, Chile, 
Villalpando. 

COMMON NOUN 
A noun that describes a class 

of entities. 
City, computer, car, mobile 

phone. 

COUNTABLE NOUN 
A noun which can combine 

with numerals. 
Book, chair, table. 

UNCOUNTABLE NOUN 
A noun which cannot combine 

with numerals. 
Water, milk. 

PRONOUN 
A word that replaces a noun. 

 
I, you, he, she, it, we, they, 

me, him, her, us, them. 

ADJECTIVE A word that qualifies a noun. 
Big, beautiful, interesting, 

horrible. 

VERB An action or a state. Play, study, read, be. 

MAIN VERB 
A verb that transmits the main 

idea in a clause.  
I am speaking English. 

Do you like pizza? 

MODAL VERB 

A type of auxiliary verb that 
expresses modality 

(obligation, ability, 
permission, etc.) 

Can, could, may, should, 

might, shall, will, would. 

SEMI-MODAL VERB 
A verb that functions to some 

extent like a modal verb. 
Have to, need, dare, ought to, 

used to. 

AUXILIARY VERB 

A verb that accompanies a 
main verb in a sentence. It 

can be a modal or semi-modal 
verb. 

Do you speak English? 
He is speaking. 

Will, shall, should. 

ADVERB 
A word that modifies a verb, 
an adjective or other adverb. 

-He sings beautifully (modifies 

verb).  
-An incredibly horrible man 

(modifies adjective). 
-He travels very often 

(modifies adverb). 

SUBJECT 
The person, animal or thing 
that performs an action or 

state. 

He, she, Susana, Valeria and 
Liz, the dogs, my mother’s 

computer. 

OBJECT 
The person, animal or thing 
that is affected by an action 

or state. 
Him, her, us. 

SENTENCE 
A word or (more commonly) a 
group of words that expresses 

a complete idea. 
I speak English. 

QUANTIFIER 
A type of determiner that 

indicates quantity. 
A lot of people. 
A little water. 

DETERMINER 

A word that is used before a 
noun to show which thing we 
mean. Common determiners 

are articles, possessive 

My house. 
The car. 

This man. 
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determiners, demonstratives 
and quantifiers. 

ARTICLE 

A word used before a noun to 
show whether the noun refers 

to a particular example of 
something or to a general 
example of something.  

The house. 
A house.  

 
The = definite article. 
A = indefinite article. 

 


